Education makes a Community
it only an admiration for the past? Is it only an equal
chance for every one in a general scramble for private
gain? Is the educational system, in school and after,
only to teach every person the tricks for "getting on"
or at best to make each satisfied to keep the old show
running? If that is all, the most vigorous men and
women in the new generation will prefer dictatorship.
But, as the argument above has shown, within the
democratic tradition we have already made two great
advances in educational policy. First, a limited form
of the old education was distributed generally; and
afterwards a new method and system were established,
which implied a new conception of education for a
whole community. Now, therefore we can make the
next step.
The ideal aimed at in educational policy ought to be
the deliberate formation of a community of equals,
each of whom enjoys all the luxuries of knowledge,
skill and culture, besides such training as will fit each
to play a part in the common life. And for this purpose,
in defiance of mediaeval authoritarianism under
dictators, it is necessary that discussion of all possible
opinions should be promoted in education, that all
teachers and "leaders" should be freely criticized, that
no fixed order of precedence should be granted to any
class or group, and that all foreign contacts should
be welcomed. A nobler and more living community
can thus be formed than by an established orthodoxy.
The purpose of this policy is not merely to give to
the poor or the ignorant what is now enjoyed by the
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